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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action acknowledges the applicant's amendment filed on 1 0/8/2009. 
Claims 14-21 are pending in the application. Claims 1-13 are cancelled. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. code not included in this action can be 
found in a prior Office Action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. Claims 14-16 and 18-21rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Norberg (EP 126833 A) disclosed in the Applicant's IDS in view of Popat et al. US 
5,662,976. 



FI6.1 




Claim 14: Norberg discloses an information display arrangement a plurality of 
pockets (see figure above), each pocket having a front panel and a back panel, 
at least one edge (5) of each pocket being open so that a piece of writing 
material can be inserted into that pocket, each front panel being sufficiently 
transparent to enable such a piece of writing material in the respective pocket to 
be seen through the front panel from the outside, the pockets being connected by 
their edges edge-to- edge in a strip in such a way that one or more of the pockets 
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can be readily separated from the remainder of the strip, the pockets being 
integrally formed with each other in the strip with means defining lines (2/3) 
between adjacent pockets along which those adjacent pockets can be readily 
separated, the back of the strip being self- adhesive to enable the pocket(s) 
separated from the strip to be adhered to a surface and the arrangement further 
including backing piece each covering the self-adhesive back of a respective one 
of the pockets, each backing piece being peelable from the respective pocket to 
expose the self-adhesive back of the respective pocket. (Col 2:4-13 and Col 3:3- 
11) 

Norberg does not specifically disclose the backing pieces being separate. 
However Popat discloses separate backing pieces 102. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the backing pieces of Norberg be 
separate as taught by Popat, since Popat suggests at Col 11:11-22 and 
Figure 10 that such a modification would allow each label and backing to 
be divided as a whole separately and easily when it is ready to be used. 
Claim 15: Norberg discloses the backing pieces claimed but it does not 
specifically disclose each backing piece is a piece of writing material of a size 
such that it can be inserted without folding into the respective pocket. 
However Popat discloses each backing piece 102 is a piece of writing 
material of a size such that it can be inserted without folding into the 
respective pocket. 
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It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the backing pieces of Norberg be 
used as writing pieces sized to fit in the pockets as taught by Popat, since 
Popat suggests at Col 11:11-22 and Figure 10 that such a modification 
would allow each backing piece to be sized to fit in the pockets to be used 
as labels and also are thin and sized perfectly to easily go through a printer 
if desired. 

Claim 16: Norberg discloses an information display arrangement where the strip 
is flexible and is readily tearable along the separation lines 6. (Fig. 1) 
Claim 18: Norberg discloses an information display arrangement where the 
pockets are each generally rectangular and is arranged longer-edge to longer- 
edge in the strip. (Fig. 1) 

Claim 19: Norberg discloses an information display arrangement where the 
pockets are each generally rectangular with one of their shorter edges open 4. 
(Fig. 1) 

Claim 20: Norberg discloses an information display arrangement further 
including a further such strip, the strips being connected by their edges edge-to- 
edge and being readily separable from each other. (Fig. 1 see figure above) 
Claim 21: Norberg discloses an information display arrangement with a plurality 
of pieces of writing material that can readily be divided up into a plurality of 
pieces of writing material, each of which can be written on and inserted into one 
of the pockets. (Col 2:4-13) 
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3. Claim 17 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Norberg 
EP 126833 A disclosed on Applicant's IDS in view of Popat et al. US 5,662,976 and 
further in view of Brady, Jr. US 3,896,246. 

Claim 17: Norberg/Popat discloses the back panels are integrally formed as 
stated above in claim 14 but they do not specifically disclose the back panels are 
sufficiently brittle that they can readily be snapped apart along the separation 
lines. 

However Brady discloses the back panels are sufficiently brittle that they 
can readily be snapped apart along the separation lines. 
It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the back be made of a material that is 
brittle and cause a snap separation along the separation lines of Norberg 
as taught by Brady, since Brady suggests at Col 4:45 - Col 5:3, 15-19 and 
figures 9 and 10 that such a modification would allow the pockets to be 
separated and still strong and sturdy enough to be reused over and over 
again. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the plastic of Norberg be sufficiently 
brittle, since it has been held to be within the general skill of a worker in the 
art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the intended 
use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments, see Amendment, filed 1 0/8/2009, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1 4-21 under 1 03a with Norberg EP 1 26833 A in view of Popat 
US 6,001 ,209, not specifically showing the backing pieces separate, have been fully 
considered and are persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. 
However, upon further consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of 
under 103a with Norberg EP 126833 A in view of Popat US 5,662,976. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to JENINE M. PAGAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-3216. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 8am- 
4pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Mickey Yu can be reached on (571 ) 272-4562. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Mickey Yu/ /Jenine M Pagan/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3728 Examiner, Art Unit 3728 



